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Each of them, taking place on the soil of Metropolitan France,
was almost automatically reflected in the reflex actions of the
Empire, outside the sphere of influence of the invader and Vichy.

STUPEFACTION
PUBLIC opinion in France was not prepared for war, not even
for the " phoney " war and still less for the avalanche attack,
and was crushed, bewildered and stunned by the sudden defeat.
To this state of mind prevalent among the majority of the people
corresponded the mystic " gift " of the " person of Petain to the
nation ". This faith in Petain, the " defender of Verdun ", of
whose defeatist activities in 1917 the public knew nothing, would
not have been sufficient to captivate the people, had they not
been already bewildered by the speed of events, with five million
refugees blocking the roads of France, and subconsciously willing
for their " Pere " to decide upon the course they should take
regardless of consequences, providing it were one which would
bring them peace, the " easy way out " of all their difficulties. If
it is remembered that, even after the outbreak of hostilities, every
nation took a considerable time fully to realise that " there is no
easy way out ", as H. O. Wells has it, it is easier to understand
the effect this insidiouus propaganda had on a defeated people.
Michel le Troquer, who left France in 1944, the son of Andre
le Troquer, who defended Leon Blum during the Riom trial,
mentioned in the Alger Re public ain of May 15th, 1944, the grave
danger of the " lasting effects of German and Vichy propaganda,
especially the worship of Petain " in spite of the fact that 95 per
cent of the French people are now fully aware of all that the
catastrophe meant and its cost to France. In French Socialism,
a Living Force, Felix Gouin described this phase: " After the
military disaster which befell us in June 1940 there was a
considerable period during which all political life in France came
to a standstill. Marshal Petain's coup detat on July llth, 1940,
definitely prolonged and intensified the collapse of public morale.
The political parties without exception were all affected by it
and lost for a time much of their influence and standing."
This stupefaction of a whole nation, a victim of " Petain's
mysticism '*, characterised the whole of 1940 and continued until
far into the summer of 1941.
Symptomatic   of   the   temporary   paralysis   of   metropolitan